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Petition of BellSouth Telecommunications, )

LLC d/b/a AT&T South Carolina Requesting )

the Commission's Intervention in Numbering )

Resources Determinations in the Columbia )

Rate Center )

ORDER REVERSING

NUMBERING

DETERMINATION

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the Petition of BellSouth Telecommunications, LLC d/b/a AT&T

South Carolina ("AT&T" or the "Company") for review of the North American

Numbering Plan Administrator's and/or the Pooling Administrator's (collectively

"NANPA/PA" also known as "Central Office Code Administration") central office code

numbering resources decision to deny the Company's request for numbering resources in

the Columbia Rate Center. AT&T's customer who needs the additional numbering

resources is the Lexington Medical Center. In order to meet this customer's express

request for numbers, AT&T requested the assignment of a one thousand block in the 803

area code, specifically 803-935-8XXX. According to AT&T, it does not have the

numbers to meet its customer's request and asks that the Commission reverse

NANPA/PA's denial.

NANPA/PA's refusal stems from the Federal Communications Commission's

("FCC") "rate center" basis for determining the need for new numbering resources.
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Under FCCrules, carriersmust exhausttheir numberinginventorywithin six monthsof

the application and meet a rate centerutilization thresholdof 75 percentin order to

receiveadditionalnumberingresources.However,the recordrevealsthat at thetime of

the requestthe ColumbiaRateCenterwas534.249monthsfrom exhaustingits inventory

for therelevantblock andwasusing64.228%of its numberingresources.

Although AT&T fails to meetNANPA/PA's requirements,the FCC maintainsa

policy that "under no circumstancesshould customersbe precludedfrom receiving

telecommunicationsservicesof their choicefrom providersof their choicefor want of

numberingresources." FCC 000-429at ¶ 61. To this end,the FCC allowscarriersto

challengea NANPA/PA decisionat the appropriatestateregulatorycommission. FCC

01-362at ¶¶ 61-66; CentralOffice Code(NXX) AssignmentGuidelines§ 13.0. States

may grant relief "if a carrier demonstratesthat it has receiveda requestfor numbering

resourcesin a given ratecenterthat it cannotmeetwith its currentinventory." FCC 01-

362at ¶ 64.

We find that the SouthCarolinaPublic ServiceCommission,as the regulatorof

theratesandserviceof telecommunicationscompaniesunderthe authorityof S.C.Code

Ann. § 58-9-210et seq.,has the authority underboth the FCC'srules and the Central

Office Code(NXX) AssignmentGuidelinesto reviewa decisionby NANPA/PA denying

a requestfor numberingresources.We further find that AT&T hasdemonstratedreceipt

of a customerrequest for numbering resourcesthat it cannot meet with its current

inventory. It is our opinion that theseadditionalnumberingresourcesarenecessaryfor

AT&T to provide its customer with the required telecommunicationsservice.
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Consequently,we hold that NANPA/PA is directed to approveAT&T's request,and

granttherequestedassignmentof a onethousandblock in the803areacode,specifically

803-935-8XXX.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further order of the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

Jo_._Howard, Chairman

ATTEST:

(SEAL)


